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THE NATIONAL Q0UNCIL.

The Last Annual Meeting at Memphis,
Teannassse,

The auprems counoil of the Farmers'
Alliance and Industrial Union met atb
Memphis, Tennesses, on Tueaday, Ne-
vember 15. The business transacted
was simply the regular routine business
of the annual session. There were afow
things, of course, not down on the pro-
gram, to which reference is made alse-
whers, We had made arrangements
with Mre. Digge to furnish a ocomplste
report of the proceadings, but up to the
hour of going to press the report had not
arrived. The new officers alected for the
ensuing year are as follows:

Pregident, H. L. Loucks, of Bouth
Dakota; Vios President, Marion Butler,
of North Carolina; Bearetary 'I'n-u-,
L. K. Taylor of Tennessea, 'I'lu 5
were alected on*he
Leonard, Missouri; Mann Pln Virginia;
L E. Dean, New York; H. U. Demming,
of Pennsylvania,

The committes on demands submitted
ita report, which it will be observed is
a reiteration of the demands adopted by
the Omahs convention. Ths report of
lthe committee was adopted and is aa fol-

own:

Finance—We demand a national cur-
rency, sound and flexible, issued by

2 Torammen& only, a full legal
tender for all debts, publio and private;
and that without the use of banking cor-
porations & just, aquitable and efficient
means of distribution direct to the people
at a tax not to exceed 2 per cent. be pro-
vided as set forth in the sub-treasury

lan of the Farmers’ Alliance or some
tter system; also by mentas in dia-
charge ol ita oblia;tio or public im-
provements.

(a)—We demand the free and unlim-
ited coinage of silver and gold at the
1 rates of 16 to L

by—We demand that the amount of
circulating mediom be increased to at
least tﬁﬁ per capita, exclusive of legal

u{xc-)—Wo demand & graduated income

(d}—That our national legislation
g ik e
upone a ex
% pense

(u}—Wo balieve that the money of the
ibl in tbo mh;'lrzt - Pﬂl&
sible reo an;
w‘ahlll be hnilad pl.'
revenue to the necessary
expenses of the government, economio-
wahm&m postal savings
] 88
be established by the government
for the safs

! 'e-p-nb- v

& means of exchange and & publio neces-
sity, the gournmnnt should owa and
?nh railroads in the intersst of

(u)-—- l:o talagraph and telephone, like
the poatoffice system, being s necessity,
for the traosmission of intelligence,
should be owned and operated by the
government in Lha lntaenlt of the peoppe.
H. Eruinaron,
0 B. MATTHEWS,
J. R. MaxweLy,
Martax BoTLER,
W. 8., Hanna,
R. A. BovreworTa.

President Louck's Message,
Binos assembling one year ago our or-
ganization has met with an irreparable
loss, Our beloved president has gone to
Muhhmdﬂuﬂmgmiﬂ
faithtal seryant. We will miss

traternal greeting,his
his samest “God bless you,” his )
o .“lu.x_.-, “”& '

now. The duth of Bmt-ha' Ia. L Polk
at & critical time in our history was not
ouly & great loss to our order and the
hosta of organized labor of the nation; it
was o national loss. His work will live
long acd bear fruit as it is doing daily.
We will best comply with his wishes by
pressing forward to victory the cause he
loved better than life, and for which he
was willing to sacrifice the ocomforta of
homs, the prospect of wealth, aye, aven
life iteslf in his devotion to our demands.
We cannot doubt that his spirit will be
with us during this session. May each
and every ona present be imbued with
his zeal, devotion and self-sacriflcing
spirit and all will be well. As a national

organization we hsve been passing
through s erucial test, 8 winnowing pro-
oceas, & separation of the wheat from the
chaff and foul ssada that grew up with
the order. The result will be a reduction
in numbers, but a great improvement in
quality.

In ita incipiency in the varions organ-
izations now united in the National
Farmers' Alliance and Industrial Union
wo realized that there was something
wrong. We began our work by groping
in the dark, sa it were, our attention be-
ing directed chiefly to relief through co-
stale | operative efforts in buying and selling,
with the social, educational and political
fentures na secondary considerations.
Combined capital and sxperience againat
us has made it diffioult to make much
progress in that direction. Many were
induced to join for seifish financial bene-
fits, who wonld not have joined for other
reasons, and thus they became interested
in the great educational worlke which has
caupad the present upheaval in the na-
tion. We have learned, and the census
reports of 1890 affirm the proposition,that
the trouble 18 not with the production of
wealth, but with its unjust distribution
through special privileges conferred on

'- )ﬂ“#" L ' ‘*&,,H };

favored industries and private corpors-
tions. Our sailing wes comparatively
smooth until we were oconfroniad with
this politioal problem.

THE POLITICAL PROBLEM,

The earnest worker's attention waa di-
rectad to ita solution. The result waa the
formulstion and adoption of our de
mands, esch one of whica required a
change of lawe; in fmct a reversal of
politioal sction. To that extent we be-
came & political orgunizetion, snd our
minds were tramned to look for relief
through political sction st the ballot box
rather than through commsrcial oo-0p-
eration.

We should be proud of the fact that | la
fhrough it all we huve been so broadend |
gﬂﬂ'h

) | patwiotio as to sek for no specisi pr
lagon for us se aclass, Wohave:

4

relief mret 00me through political action
to repeal the speocial privileges conferred
on the favored classes, we wers con-
fronted with two enemiss—the one, those
who were to be deprived of their special
privileges, and who, controlling unlimited
wealth, through whioh they controlled
the industries of the nation, the press
and the political machinery of both politi-
oul parties, were loth to lose their so-
oalled vested rights. They resorted to
abuse, ridionls, misrepresentation and
oppression to deetroy organized labor—
they wisld a tremendous power.

On the other hand many jolned our
ranks from selfish reasons, hoping to use
the political upheavel to their own per-
sonal advantage. The enemy from
within will prove more daogerous than
those from without. Bome were soared
off by the former; many were side-
tracked by the latter in'their efforts to
use the organization for their own per-
sopal political advantage, or prostitute it
to political parties with which they were
affilinted, These have proven our worst
ensmiss. It is forfunate that thare has
been an early opportunity for thoroughly
testing our devotion to principle. All
honor to thoss who have stood the test
und remained faithful.

It any have proven unfaithful, they are
no longer worthy of confidence, and
should be removed from our ocouncil.
The result in the end will be beneficial
to the order and the cause. It is well for
us that those placed in representative
positions are watched with s jealous eye
by the masses. At times they msy suffer
from unjust suspicion, but the true man
need have no fear of the final result.

Our organization will stand by those
proven trus to their trust as surely as
they will repudiate the unfaithful. In
all cases it will be better to give the order
the benefit of the doubt whare doubt ex-

ista, snd purge our ranks of the tnokstars

and traitors wherever they may be found. * ;

THE ALLTANCE DEMANDS,
Ourdmndlhnvlnchnudqhtlﬂ
affirmed o unanimously, snd h#
thoroughly diseussed before the publia,
I do not desm itmwthhﬂ-m

to enter into any discussion unll-rl
merita. The mlyoluuolwwﬂlﬁ- 1

geat would be the alight ones

to make them conform lounm a

sdopted by the grest industrial confers
enoe, held at St. Lonis last February, g
which your reprasentatives took sn sctive

offlcial part, and to the support of which

ws, &8 & body, were pledged.

How 1o secure their snsotmont fnta’

h thoﬁnhn,nduT

-
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: mhﬂumnthw
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them,

until political partiss are convinced that
we are in earnest,

3, Political parties will judge our
sarnsstnem by our votes rather than onx

words. If we can be side-tracked om

seems+to be & question on which
2 by this body might be

2. Our demands will not be respeoted

;

minor issues, they will smile at our re-

questa; if we can be induced to postpone |

action by sppealing to sectional hatred,

they will but deepise us. If we con-

ﬂnnauaiﬁmwmppoﬂpoﬂﬁul‘

parties that not only ignore our
mands, but openly fight them, they ‘ﬂl
treat our demands and ourselves with

the contempt we deserve. Tbotimhn :

arrived when we must decide between
our principles and our partisanship, Ou
great educational work will count for
oaught if, after we bave lsarned the

truth, we fail to practice it, sud innoway

can we so uttarly fail in living and scting
the truth as 10 knowing it and failing to
record it at the ballot box.

Truth is the epitome of ull that the 3

great Creator of the universe demands of
msn. You may sum up yout responsi
bility to your fellow man and your duty
to God in the simple word “truth,” Be

a

true to yourself, true to your family, trtie - J

to this order, true to your country, snd
true to your God. Spesk the truth,
live thetruth, and vote the truth. Thave
no sympathy whatever with the idea of
pulhiumoduoﬂbmlwkuphﬂ.
point of conviction, laboring hmh
teach our fellow citizens oertain trme
esonomuio principles, and then the lnst
weak of the campaign deserting our prime
ciples and jumping for the band wagon,
That may be termed “ p.rutiu.lm*
but it can have no permanent abiding

I

place in & great reform movement, based

on the sternal rock of truth as a founds,
tion. Thoidnhthomuhlrlm
to every true Alliance man, The &
(Oontimisad on pags =) L
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